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A NOTE ON A VISIT TO CHRISTIAAN HENDRIK 
PERSOON’S GRAVE. 


(With Plate 39.) 
By Prorsessor J. L. M. FRANKEN. 


In conclusion to her translation of Fee’s article on Persoon of 1846 
which she published in Nederlandsch Kruidkundig Archief of 1894, 
Miss C. E. Destrée mentions a visit to Persoon's grave at the cemetery 
of Le Pére Lachaise in Paris. This wasin 1893. Doubt has been expressed 
whether the grave still existed, so I took advantage of my presence iu 
Paris at the beginning of this year to make a personal investigation. 
Mr. Chenivesse, the conservateur of the cemetery, soon provided me 
with the necessary information. The grave of the famous mycologist, 
a South African, is still intact. It is situated in the ‘‘ 32e Division 2 
Sect. le Ligne, face 75, No. 35 du Chemin Gay." After 45 years, since 
the visit of Miss Destrée, it is even more delapidated and the inscription 
on the stone more effaced. The letters between parentheses are hardly 
legible : 

PERSOO(N) 
CHRETIEN HE(NRY) 
BOTANISTE 
(N)E AU CAP DE BON(NE ESPERANCE) 
(DECEDE LE 15 NOVEMBRE 1836) 


The stone is slanting and stooping from old age, but it is well protected 
by the surrounding monuments and by a shrub, which was probably 
planted on the grave long after Persoon's interment. 

The date given of his decease varies. According to Günther Schmid 
(Zeitschrift für Pilzkunde, 1932), it was the 14th of November, 1836, 
as indicated in the Archives du Département de la Seine et de la Ville de 
Paris. The Registers of Le Pére Lachaise give it as the 15th of November 
and in the obituary notice of the Government Gazette of 10th of March, 
1837, as the 16th. i 

The Registers at Le Père Lachaise contain the additional information 
that the “ Concession " at the above-mentioned cemetery was acquired 
by ''M. de Fabricius, chargé d'affaires des Pays-Bas," the “ exécuteur 
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testamentaire " of C. H. Persoon, and.that Persoon died at No. 11 
(eleven) Rue du Val de Gráce. 

Mr. J. H. Verduyn den Boer, who published in the Huisgenoot of 
the 29th October and the 5th November, 1937, a translation of Fee's 
article on Persoon, added in conclusion a valuable bit of research in 
connection with Persoon’s testamentary dispositions and his burial. 
He does not quote his sources, but he evidently followed up Schmid’s 
indication of the Archives du Département de la Seine et de la Ville de 
Paris. 

Verduyn den Boer says that Persoon's funeral was not unattended, 
as Fee had given to understand. The Reverend Montandu accompanied 
the hearse but did not hold a service at the grave. He received a fce 
of 80 francs. Persoon requested in his testament that he should be 
buried in a coffin of a more finished nature than the usual run of coffins ; 
that it should not be closed before two days had lapsed after his death 
* since I consider being buried alive as one of the greatest calamities 
which can befall a human being." He described the nature of the stone 
to be erected on his grave, together with the inscription, corresponding 
to what we now see on it. The stone had to be simple and vertical. 

Through Mr. Verduyn den Boer's investigations and the finding of 
his testament the accepted theory about his dying in poverty has also 
been exploded. In his testamentary dispositions Persoon also indicates 
the sources from which his burial, the purchase of a grave and the erection 
of a tombstone had to be defrayed from investments in Government 
loans and from money “hidden in a little chest." After payment of 
these expenses he requests his executors to pay over the balance of his 
estate to his sister, Mrs. J. M. Storm, of Wynberg, or in case of her decease, 
to her children. She figures on the list of payments with a sum of 2,600 
frs., but according to Mr. Verduyn this money was still in Paris in 1840. 

These interesting details appeared in Die Huisgenoot after the cor- 
rection of the page proofs of my Uit die Lewe van ’n Beroemde Afrikaner, 
Christiaan Hendrik Persoon, 1762-1836, en sy vader Christiaan Daniel 
(Annale van die Universiteit van Stellenbosch, XV, Reeks B, Afl. 4, 
Okt. 1937), otherwise I would have been only too glad to insert them in 
my work. i 

M. Chenivesse, the conservateur of Le Père ‘Lachaise, told me that 
in 1936 there had been inquiries concerning the grave of Persoon by an 
official of the Museum in the Jardin des Plantes at Paris with a vicw of 
holding on the centenary of Persoon's death a '' service commémoratif ”’ 
at the grave. So far as he knows, M. Chenivesse says, this service did 
not take place. Anyhow it.shows that Persoon is not forgotten at the 
Jardin des Plantes, where he used to obtain specimens for his herbarium. 
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The grave of Christiaan Hendrik Persoon in Le Pére Lachaise 
Cemetery, Paris. 


